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Introduction

The title ofthisresearch thesis "The Social and Economic lifeoftheLiSunationals" is the

requisitethesis forthedegree ofM.Resdegreeconferred bytheAnthropologyDepartment, Yangon

UniVlnity.

The reasons forchoosingthis topic are;

1. Myparents arenatives ofMyitkyina, Kachin State, Iwasbornandbredin Myitkyina

and went toschool there tillImatriculated from highschool.TheLi Sunationals were myschool

mates and Igrewupamong their traditional culture.

2. Indoingresearch forthisthesis,myparentscould provideme with a research field base

intheirhome and also introduce metooldLiSuformationontheir traditions and culture ofthepast

aswell as thepresent Thus I would baveaccess toaccurate dataandwithout difficulty.

The mainobjective ofthisresearch is tomakethemany national tribes ofthe Union of

Myanmarknow each other's culture and come to appreciationand understandeachother.Thus by

knowing what-not todo • that is what taboos to avoid. what things to do create friendship and

understanding.will help tounitetheUnionofMyanmar towards thegnalofunityand progress.

Theresearch thesis onLi Sunationals traditional culturewill hesnatied from thepointofview

offunctiona1ism theory

Indoingresearch onLi Sunationals traditionalculture, byobserving theirdaily lifefrom dawn

todusk,the whole year round has provided acomprehensive picture of their life.

There are two methods in functional theory. The first method isDirect investigation method,

which ispersonal investigation. WhenIwentdown for field research, itwas time foreating thenew

harvest, and awedding. I attended both ceremonies, soIcould giveand eye-witness report.

Thesecondmethod isindirect investigation whichsupplements infonnationalreadycollected

byconsultingknowledgeahleadultsandoldpeople,who cangiveoneadditionalfuctson thiercultun:

and traditions.

Thefollowing thesis ispresented in(6)chaplers.
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